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Technology Innovation Award 

 
The NorthWest Academic Computing Consortium (NWACC) announces the winner of the 
2006 Outstanding Project Award for the most innovative use of educational technology 
supported by NWACC's Proof-of-Concept grant program. The award went to Dr. Joel Elliott, 
associate professor of biology at the University of Puget Sound, for his project entitled Mapping 
biodiversity patterns using digital imaging and GPS/GIS technologies.  
 
The project provided students and faculty with an exciting opportunity to utilize digital imaging, 
global positioning system (GPS), and geographic information system (GIS) technologies to 
explore biodiversity patterns in the Puget Sound region. The scientific information gathered is 
useful to ecologists, government agencies, community groups, and environmental organizations 
when they make important decisions on restoration and development issues.  
 
Information generated by the project will be used to develop biodiversity maps and will be made 
available to a wide audience on the internet as part of the University of Puget Sound’s Digital 
Asset Management Program.  A complete description of the project is available on the Web at: 
http://projects.ups.edu/jkelliott/NWACC/index.html 
 
Professor Elliott called the project “an exciting endeavor for everyone involved,” and noted that 
it “introduced UPS students to the latest technologies for understanding spatial relationships in 
this important field of study.”  NWACC President Martin Ringle praised the project, saying that 
it "demonstrated how new technologies can be creatively applied to enhance undergraduate 
instruction and improve public policy research."  He indicated out that NWACC has distributed 
more than $1 million in Proof-of-Concept grants to colleges and universities in the Pacific 
Northwest to support innovative uses of technology in research and instruction. 

 

More Information            
 
University of Puget Sound - http://www.ups.edu 
Joel Elliott, jkelliott@ups.edu, 253-879-8593 
University of Puget Sound is a 2,600-student independent national undergraduate liberal arts 
college in Tacoma, Washington, drawing students from 47 states and 13 countries. UPS is the 
only nationally ranked independent undergraduate liberal arts college in Western Washington, 
and one of just five independent colleges in the Northwest granted a charter by Phi Beta Kappa, 
the nation’s most prestigious academic honorary society. 
 
NorthWest Academic Computing Consortium - http://www.nwacc.org 
Martin Ringle, ringle@reed.edu, 503-777-7254 
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The NorthWest Academic Computing Consortium, founded in 1987, comprises 30 colleges, 
universities, and other nonprofit organizations in the Pacific Northwest.  Its mission is to foster 
communication and collaboration among member institutions on the development and use of 
advanced technology for instruction, research, and administrative operations. Information about 
the NWACC Outstanding Project Award is available at: 
 
http://www.nwacc.org/programs/awards/awards.html 

 


